
Apr'l 25,2005

The Honorable Donald H. Rumsfeld
Secretary
Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Rumsfeld :

As a state, we have been working together to review California's defense infrastructure in
anticipation for the next base closure round. California is truly unique in its integrated
combination of the nation's best warfighting capabilities, training ranges, research and
testing centers, and military schools. Together with our academic centers and defense
industry, the state offers more support than any other location for joint operations success
and defens e transformation.

It is important to understand how Califomia's installations provide such unmatched
capability for the 21st century. First, the state is ideally located for response to future
threats in the Pacific theater and across Asia. Second, our vast, unencroached, and
irreplaceable ranges and our ideal weather conditions provide year round training. No
other place in America offers the diversity of haining with the weather to use it.

Most importantly, these operations and facilities are interconnected across the state and
into the entire southwestern U. S., providing unique jointness of operations and training.
One cannot alter segments of this integrated capability without affecting all of the
remaining parts.

This unique integration of capability is more than just geography and climate. The close
proximity of fighting forces to technology centers and experienced human capital enables
requirements to quickly become real capability.
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Further, this integrated capability provides for continued success in recruiting and
retention, in developing and providing technologies to sustain our troops and their
operations, and in enhancing our country's space and intelligence operations. Our state
and its people completely support the military's essential and vital role in our national
security today and tomorrow.

We are committed to support America's military, and believe California provides that
support, across the board, better than any other state. To help show this, we have attached
the recent report of the California Council on Base Support and Retention, a
comprehensive review of the state's vital role in national defense. It provides clear
examples of the interconnectedness that makes California so uniquely important to our
national security.

As the Department of Defense concludes its final review of military installations within
the base realignment and closure process, we expect that California's bases receive the
fair and impartial evaluation they deserve in the base realignment and closure process of
2005 and that the results will reflect the importance of the Califomia defense complex.

Sincerely,
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